
City of Culture – Result Night Transcript 
[Audio: There is crowd noise and music in the background in parts of the video.] 

[Text: John Hewitt, Chief Executive of County Durham Council] 

[John Hewitt] Yes, so obviously a little bit disappointed not to not to bring the title back to County 

Durham for 2025. But, you know, tomorrow is another day. We spent a long time pulling the bid 

together, we have got lots of new partners involved, we have got lots of new people talking about 

culture in County Durham, and we can’t lose that. So, this is the next step is about building on what 

we have developed over the past 12 months. Plus, it is about what can we deliver in County Durham, 

and we are going to start work on that tomorrow. So, yes, we haven’t brought the title home, but 

the important thing is now what can we do. 

[Video clip: A crowd of people standing in a park.] 

[John Hewitt] So, this is a long-term plan, it doesn’t stop now it is not just about culture, it is about 

inequalities, and how culture can help solve some of those inequalities. So, it is really important that 

we continue to do the work that we are doing. 

[Text: Tony Harrington, Chair of Culture Durham] 

[Tony Harrington] The support we have received from the communities has been fantastic, amazing 

support as you can see from people tonight in the rain, people have stood there and screamed and 

shouted, so how can you be really disappointed when you have a night like this?  

[Video clip: A crowd of people standing in a park in heavy rain, several are holding umbrellas.] 

[Tony Harrington] So, for me it is about taking what we have done in the bid, looking at what we can 

continue to deliver, and keeping the momentum going, because what this process has done has put 

Durham on the map. People are now talking about Durham in a way that they have never talked 

about Durham before.  

[Video clip: A musical group dressed in period costume performing on a bandstand.] 

[Text: Rhiannon Hiles, Chief Executive of Beamish Museum] 

[Rhiannon Hiles] Beamish have supported the Durham bid for the last ten months and we have been 

so proud to be part of that and to be one of the fantastic attractions in the Northeast and all those 

communities that have come together to really to help us achieve what we want, what we have set 

out to do, it is phenomenal.  

[Video clip: A man in period costume on stilts, dancing, smiling, and waving at the crowd.] 

[Rhiannon Hiles] Seeing folks here tonight from the Scouts, from the Brownies, from the Beavers, 

the Guides these are all folks from around the communities around Durham.  

[Video clip: A musical group dressed in period costume performing on a bandstand.] 

[Rhiannon Hiles] And really, we are so proud to host the watch party here at Beamish, peoples 

feeling has been the feeling and the buzz here has been brilliant tonight.  

[Video clip: A band performing on a bandstand.] 



[Rhiannon Hiles] And think of the, think of the profile we have had, and the region has had and 

Durham, and the county has had just been part of those four, those brilliant, brilliant people to be 

up against Southampton, Bradford, and Wrexham and really this shines a global spotlight onto what 

we do which is wonderful in the, in the region. So, I don’t see it too much as a disappointment more 

as a never mind and tomorrow we will get up and carry on with what we are doing, because that is 

what we are like we are resilient. 

[Text: Matthew Hill, Durham Youth Council] 

[Matthew Hill] You can’t beat this county, there is no other one like it. It is totally unique in every 

single way in every single little town, village, hamlet, anything everything is unique about it, and it is 

that uniqueness about it that makes this county a very special, and even though we have not won 

we are still a County of Culture in our own right.  

[Text: Professor Janet Stewart, Executive Dean for Arts and Humanities Durham University] 

[Professor Janet Stewart] This isn’t the result that we had hoped for, but actually the process itself 

has been absolutely empowering hasn’t it. We have developed partnerships across the county that 

we hadn’t thought were possible. We have brought whole organisations together across the county, 

we have got a brilliant programme, and I am sure that we will see that programme realised. And so 

having been the runners-up in this competition we will have paid dividends forward from now on 

without a doubt. 

[Text: Lewis Hobson, Durham 2025 Culture Club] 

[Lewis Hobson] Brilliant, a really, really good journey and I have met a lot of people who are really 

passionate about Durham and its people and its culture.  

[Video clip: A crowd of people standing in a park, several are holding umbrellas.] 

[Lewis Hobson]  So yeah, I think it is hopefully going to continue and the foundation we laid for an 

unsuccessful bid will still lead to lots of really, really good things for Durham. 

  

 


