
Durham County Council – UK City of Culture Final 
[Uplifting music throughout] 

[Cllr Elizabeth Scott in gardens, posters of Remaking Beamish on fence behind] 

[Cllr Elizabeth Scott, Cabinet Member for Economy and Partnerships] Wow I think County Durham 
has everything to offer that makes it unique. I think if you think about the wonderful countryside 
that we have.  

[Video clip: Sweeping shot of coastline, sea, and sun rising] 

[Cllr Elizabeth Scott] Our heritage coasts, all of the physical assets.  

[Video clip: Shot of High Force Waterfall] 

[Cllr Elizabeth Scott] The waterfalls.  

[Video clip: Aerial shot of coastline, houses, crowds at a festival] 

[Cllr Elizabeth Scott] You know the, those rolling hills in The Dales.  

[Video clip: Young children running with musicians at Big Brass Bash event]  

[Video clip: Shot of brass musicians with pyrotechnic display on stage in front of crowd] 

[Image: Market Place filled with stalls and crowds of people] 

[Cllr Elizabeth Scott] But also our vibrant towns and villages with you know, lots going on in terms of 
cultural activity.  

[Image: Man putting sauce onto food at food stall, Pan Asian Street Food on board behind] 

[Cllr Elizabeth Scott] We’ve got food festivals across the county.  

[Image: Two young people eating takeaway food] 

[Cllr Elizabeth Scott] We’ve got Lumiere in the City of Durham.  

[Image: Neon sign of Lumiere] 

[Video clip: Timelapse image projection of whale surfacing from water] 

[Video clip: Timelapse image of neon sign, I love Durham] 

[Video clip: Aerial shot of Durham cathedral.] 

[Cllr Elizabeth Scott] And if you think about the city itself, obviously a World Heritage asset there.  

[Video clip: Cllr Elizabeth Scott in garden, fence with Remaking Beamish posters] 

[Cllr Elizabeth Scott] Just a wonderfully diverse place to be I think, and County Durham’s got it all.  

[Video clip: Tony Harrington, garden, fences with Remaking Beamish] 

[Tony Harrington, Chair, Culture Durham] I think for me if it wasn’t a bid for the whole county it 
would be such a lost opportunity.  

[Video clip: Train arriving at station] 



[Image: Tommy statue by artist Ray Lonsdale, on Terrace Green seafront, Seaham, County Durham] 

[Tony Harrington} People tend to often come, see Durham from the train, they see it and they pass 
through.  

[Image: Medieval reenactors with metal structure, one in chainmail, the other in a tunic. Crowds and 
stalls behind] 

[Image: Mining wheel under star-filled sky] 

[Tony Harrington] They don’t really understand that there is so much history outside of Durham City.  

[Image: Group of adults and children in hard hats underground in mine] 

[Image: Bowes Museum] 

[Image: Locomotion, Shildon, Railway museum, entrance and exit]  

[Image: Vehicle with Locomotion, The English Electrical Co. Ltd] 

[Image: Gala theatre and cinema] 

[Image: Auditorium of Gala] 

[Image: Empire Theatre] 

[Tony Harrington] So for me it’s about saying, look at how amazing this whole place is and look at 
the- How can we animate all of these fantastic places in Durham County through culture and arts?  

[Image: Historic building]  

[Image: Converted church] 

[Image: Apollo Pavilion colourfully lit top level with black and white stripes lower level] 

[Video clip: Liz Waller, garden, fences with posters Remaking Beamish] 

[Liz Waller, Director of library and collections, Durham University] I think in terms of benefiting from 
City of Culture status for the entire region what we’ve got the opportunity to do is to pull in visitors 
from across the country just to see what we have to offer here.  

[Video clip: Aerial view of Durham industrial buildings, moving to scientists in Hazmet suits in a 
laboratory. Camera with enlarger and green light to a gloved hand holding an eye mask].  

[Liz Waller] And hopefully not just to visit, perhaps to stay as well and actually join us in making this 
county a real powerhouse for industry and creativity and culture as well.  

[Video clip: Completed train carriage in construction site] 

[Image: The Gatehouse, Durham cathedral, two views] 

[Liz Waller] Not only that, it’s a chance for the county to benefit from Durham being out in the world 
as well.  

[Image: Durham university buildings]  

[Image: Durham university library] 



[Liz Waller] That’s one of the things we can bring as part of the university in that we do have that 
global reach.  

[Image: Young girl and adult sharing light with Hindu celebrants of Diwali] 

[Video clip: Liz Waller, garden fences with Remaking Beamish posters] 

[Liz Waller] So we have students all over the world, alumni all over the world who will be really eager 
to participate in City of Culture 2025.  

[Video clip: Julianna Urbanowic in front of building] 

[Julianna Urbanowic, Durham Youth Council] If County Durham is granted the City of Culture status it 
would mean that this culture that is here could actually be emphasised and more spread to people, 
especially young people.  

[Video clip: Woman welcoming viewer into 1950s caravan with bunting]  

[Video clip: Two women sharing tea and biscuits on a bench using green 1950s crockery.] 

[Image: 5 people holding UK Ciyt of Culture 2025 Expression of Interest folders in front of the 1950s 
caravan with deck chairs on forecourt] 

[Video clip: Julianna Urbanowic in front of building] 

[Julianna Urbanowic] Because at this point in time they are not that interested in it I don’t think, 
which is a shame. But if there are more funds it could be more advertised and people can actually 
come and see how amazing it is here and just be interested.  

[Video clip: Rhiannon Hiles in garden, fences with Remaking Beamish posters] 

[Image: Bridge over river, passenger boat, cathedral in the background] 

[Rhiannon Hiles, Chief Executive, Beamish Museum] I think Durham is really about its county, it’s a 
very small city but it’s a beautiful city and it’s quite, it’s vibrant.  

[Image: Man and woman standing with bicycles by the sea at dusk] 

[Image: Tommy statue at Terrace Green seafront, merged with image of countryside to cathedral] 

[Rhiannon Hiles] But I think the community around there, the rural aspect as well and you know, 
there’s a wealth and it’s so big that we couldn’t really do it just as a city because there’s so much to 
offer across the region, across the Northeast, across Durham. Durham County is huge with this 
lovely, lovely beautiful city but the county is big. And I think that’s why it’s so important to the bid.  

[Video clip: Contestants and supporters at the start of Prince Bishops Durham City Run to shot of 
runners from side] 

[Video clip:  Bicycle race with spectators] 

[Video clip: Brass band music festival with crowds dancing] 

[Rhiannon Hiles] I think there’s going to be a range of fantastic activities and events which will 
culminate, you know, and I think we’ll be working up to that.  

[Video clip: Beamish outdoor museum, bus passing by Annfield Plain Indsutrial Co-Operative shop] 



[Rhiannon Hiles] Beamish in particular has on offer by then the culmination of our Remaking 
Beamish project.  

[Image: Sign of Leasingthorne Colliery Welfare Hall and Community Centre] 

[Image: Speakers sitting on deck chairs and standing by the 1950s caravan] 

[Video clip: Rhiannon Hiles, garden with fences, Remaking Beamish] 

[Rhiannon Hiles] And we’re standing outside a 1950s welfare hall which was one of the first buildings 
that we opened in our project. So by the time people are visiting and coming into the county by 
2025, we will have that completed. We’ll be moving into our next phase, thinking about what will be 
developing next? Could it be the 1980s? Who knows? So I think there’s going to be such a lot on 
offer and we’ll be working that up over the next period. And then it’ll be absolutely brilliant and 
there’ll be so much. There’s already fantastic culture in the region, culture in Durham, culture in the 
county. And we’ll be able to signpost people to existing fantastic offers. But then this will be 
heightened within a programme that actually you know, celebrates that, that bid, which we will get.  

[Image: Logo: Durham County Council, Like Facebook, Comment, Share]  
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